Message by the Road Traffic Management Cooperation Senior Ms Ntsoaki Tsokolibane General Manager: Road Safety Stakeholder Relations Management at the event of the Launch of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and Driving Simulators at South West Gauteng TVET College on the 27th March 2026 – George Tabor Campus.
Programme Director,
The Honourable Minister of Higher Education, Minister Buti Manamela
Leadership of South West Gauteng TVET College, Including the New Business Development Unit Manager Mr Aubrey Sebe
All dignitaries present here today,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Good day.
It is both an honour and a privilege for the Road Traffic Management Corporation (RTMC) to stand with you today… at the launch of this innovative Driver Simulator Centre.
Let me begin by extending our sincere congratulations to the College for this bold and forward-thinking initiative.
This is not just a launch…
It is a statement of intent.
A commitment to innovation…
A commitment to excellence…
And most importantly, a commitment to saving lives.
Ladies and gentlemen,
We are gathered here today because road safety in South Africa remains a serious national concern. 
Every year, thousands of lives are lost and many more people are severely injured on the country’s roads, negatively impacting families, communities, and the national economy.
South Africa continues to record some of the highest road fatality rates globally. 
Ladies and gentlemen, in 2024, 12 172 lives were lost on our roads.
Pedestrian fatalities were the highest of all road user groups at 45%.
Allow me to emphasise this:
Human behaviour contributes approximately 88% of road fatalities in our country.
I am saying, Our behaviour on the road contributes 88% to the lives lost.
And even more concerning…
Young people account for approximately 52% of these fatalities. Stats show that people between the ages of 25-40, perish on the road. Sadly, these are people who should be economically active.

These are not just statistics…
They are lives lost… futures cut short… families forever changed.
It is for this reason that initiatives such as this Driver Simulator Centre are not just important…
They are essential.
Because what this centre represents…
Is the opportunity to shape behaviour before it becomes a risk.
To train the mind before the driver takes the wheel.
To prepare young drivers for the realities of the road…
In a safe, controlled, and educational environment.
As the Road Traffic Management Corporation, we are proud to be a partner in the implementation of the learner driver programme.
This partnership is built on a shared vision:
To develop drivers who are not only skilled…
But also responsible, aware, and accountable.
The use of simulation technology allows us to expose learners to high-risk scenarios—
Situations they may not otherwise encounter during traditional training (driving schools….)
And in doing so, we are actively reducing the likelihood of human error on our roads.
And if we can influence behaviour…
We can reduce crashes.
If we reduce crashes…
We can save lives.
We therefore commend South West Gauteng TVET College for its leadership, vision, and commitment to road safety.
Your investment today…
Is an investment in the future of this country.
As the Road Traffic Management Corporation, we reaffirm our commitment to strengthening this partnership and supporting initiatives that contribute to safer roads for all.  
Let us work together…
Let us act together…

And let us remain committed…To building a culture of responsible road use…
And ultimately…to saving lives.
I cannot over-emphasize enough, that Road safety is everyone’s responsibility…….It is my responsibility, it is your responsibility, it is our responsibility.
I thank you

