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Programme Director,
Leadership of South West Gauteng TVET College,
Representatives from the Road Traffic Management Corporation,
Distinguished partners, lecturers, students, ladies and gentlemen,

Good day.

It is always a privilege to stand in a space where the future is not something we talk about in theory, but something we are actively building with our own hands. Today is one of those moments.

Allow me to begin with a simple reflection: “The greatest investment we can make is not in infrastructure alone, but in the human potential that brings that infrastructure to life.”

And today, that is exactly what we are celebrating.

Our partnership with South West Gauteng TVET College, which began in 2019, was never just about funding projects. It was about a shared belief, that young people deserve access to education that is relevant, practical, and transformative.

Since then, we have walked a meaningful journey together. We have invested in lecturers, in leadership, and in infrastructure, not as isolated interventions, but as part of a deliberate strategy to strengthen the entire ecosystem of skills development.

More than 200 lecturers have been supported through Workplace Integrated Learning, ensuring that what is taught in the classroom reflects the realities of the workplace. Over 50 managers have been empowered with curriculum management skills to lead with confidence and clarity.

And today, we see the tangible results of that journey in these remarkable facilities, the 4IR Centre and the Driving Simulator Centre, alongside the Welder Workshop that continues to shape artisans of excellence.

Let me pause here and say, when I walked through these centres earlier, I was tempted to ask if I could enrol myself again! Because clearly, this is not the college experience many of us had.

But that is exactly the point.

We are not preparing students for the world as it was. We are preparing them for the world as it is, and as it will be.

We must remind ourselves that Education must not only inform the mind; it must equip the hands and ignite the courage to shape the future.

These centres represent more than buildings. They are bridges, bridges between theory and practice, between learning and earning, between potential and opportunity.

The Driving Simulator Centre, developed in partnership with the RTMC, is not just about learning to drive. It is about saving lives, promoting safety, and ensuring that our young people enter the transport sector with confidence and competence.

The 4IR Centre speaks directly to the future, a future shaped by artificial intelligence, robotics, and digital transformation. It ensures that our students are not spectators in the global economy, but active participants and innovators.

And perhaps most importantly, these centres say to every young person here today: you belong in the future.

Now, let me share something I often say, sometimes to my team, sometimes to myself:
“Opportunity does not always come knocking loudly; sometimes it whispers through preparation. The question is: are we ready to hear it?”

Today, we are making sure that our students are ready.

But partnerships like these are not just about what we have done, they are about what lies ahead.

We must now deepen our collaboration. We must ensure that industry continues to play an active role, that workplace opportunities expand, and that no graduate leaves this institution without a clear pathway into the economy.

Because the truth is this: skills without opportunity can become frustration, but skills with opportunity become transformation.

As TETA, we are committed to strengthening this pipeline, from training to employment, from classroom to career, from ambition to achievement.

We also see this college as a model, a benchmark of what is possible when institutions work together with purpose. What we are building here must inspire replication across the country.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me end with this thought:
The future is not a distant place we are going to. It is a reality we are creating, decision by decision, investment by investment, and young mind by young mind.

To the students here today, this is your moment. Use these facilities. Ask questions. Make mistakes. Learn boldly. The world you are preparing for needs your ideas, your energy, and your courage.

To our partners, let us continue to walk this journey together, with clarity of purpose and unity of vision.

And to South West Gauteng TVET College, thank you for being a partner that does not just receive support, but multiplies its impact.

Together, we are not just building centres.
We are building futures.

I thank you.



