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Revolutionizing Vocational Education: South West Gauteng TVET College Launches
Ground-breaking Driving Simulators

By Sabelo Tshabalala

On March 27th, the South West Gauteng TVET College made headlines with the official
launch of its state-of-the-art Driving Simulator and cutting-edge Fourth Industrial Revolution
(4IR) technologies Centres at the George Tabor Campus. This innovative initiative marks a
significant milestone in modernizing vocational education and training in South Africa.

The event was spearheaded by the Honourable Buti Manamela, the Minister of Higher
Education and Training, who emphasized the transformative potential of these advanced
tools. “One of the biggest advantages is that students attending TVET Colleges sometimes
have the opportunity to study for free,” Manamela explained, highlighting the inclusive nature
of vocational education in empowering the youth of the region.

The college's leadership, represented by Principal Joey Monyamane, shared the vision behind
this initiative. “Today’s event is about preparing students for a workforce of the future through
technological advancements and innovation,” Monyamane stated. He underscored their
commitment to equipping students with the skills they need to be industry-ready.

With the centre fully funded by the Transport Education and Training Authority TETA to the
tune of nearly R30 million, project manager Aubrey Sebe noted that the driving simulator
initiative began in 2024. “Our goal is simple yet powerful: to ensure that students graduating
from this college possess the necessary driving competency,” he proclaimed.

But this is not merely about technology; it's about cultivating a culture of responsible road use.
Ms. Ntsoaki Tsokolibane, the Regional Transport Management Centre (RTMC) Manager,
emphasized the simulator centre’s significance: “This initiative represents an opportunity to
shape behaviours before they become a risk, training minds before drivers take the wheel.”
Her urgency to instil safe driving practices reflects a broader commitment to saving lives and
promoting responsible road use.

Driving simulators and 4IR technologies are not just tools; they are pivotal in reshaping
vocational education. These innovations create vibrant, hands-on learning experiences that
align seamlessly with the needs of the industry. As South Africa looks towards a future that
increasingly relies on technological proficiency, initiatives like this one at South West Gauteng
TVET College undoubtedly play a crucial role in preparing students for success.

This launch represents more than just new technology; it embodies the spirit of progress and
the potential for positive change in the lives of young South Africans. By bridging the gap
between education and industry, South West Gauteng TVET College is not only investing in
the future of its students but also in the greater community, fostering a generation that is poised
to meet the demands of a rapidly evolving job market.



